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labors to extend Catholic Christianity throughout the
world, and then by means of schools to hold their converts
and educate all peoples to papal allegiance. The organiza-
tion of the Jesuits was outlined in their Constitution. This
fundamental document of the order received its final re-
vision shortly after Loyola's death, but the Ratio Stu-
diorum ("Order of Studies") which was an expansion of
Part IV of the Constitution and described the educational
administration in detail, was not finally formulated until
1599. It thus summed up the experience of the Jesuit
schools during nearly sixty years.
The administration of the Society has always been of the
military type. Loyola had originally started upon the
career of a soldier, and did not believe that any system
could be effective unless it were based upon implicit
obedience to one's official superiors. At the head of the
order is a "general," who is appointed for life and has
vast administrative powers. As the society spread, the
countries that came under its control were divided into
provinces, and at the head of the Jesuit interests in each
of these districts is a "provincial/' appointed by the
general for six years. In each province there are various
colleges, whose presiding officer, or "rector," is chosen for
six years by the general, but is directly responsible to the
provincial and reports to him. Similarly, within each
college are "prefects," immediately subordinate to the
rector, but selected by the provincial; and under the
inspection of the prefects are the "professors" or "pre-
ceptors."
Jesuit course of study. — The Jesuits never engaged in
elementary education, but required that pupils know how
to read and write before being admitted to any of their
schools. This may have been brought about in the first

